State of Australia’s Young People 2009

The Office for Youth has just released the State of Australia’s Young People. It can be found at:

http://www.deewr.gov.au/Youth/Pages/YoungPeopleReport.aspx
Summary of some findings

· Youth unemployment has skyrocketed during the global economic downturn

· The percentage of teenagers not fully engaged rose sharply in 2009 which is a reversal of previous downward trends

· More than one third (33%) are not fully engaged in the first year out of school

· Percentage of school leavers not fully engaged jumped in 2009

· Year 12 completion increases the likelihood of further study

· One quarter of 20 to 24 year olds are not in Full Time work or FT Study

· The two long term trends among young adults are declining FT employment and rising FT education from 1989 to 2009

· Attainment of further quals varies according to where young people live

· incidence of gap taking has increased since 2000

· The increase in gap taking has coincided with a buoyant labour market

· The characteristics of gapers are lower enter scores, poor  attitudes towards school and a poor Year 9 math’s score

· Non English speaking students are less likely to take a gap year

· Non metro students are more likely to take a gap year

· Students who were in receipt of Youth Allowance during secondary school are less likely to take a gap year

· Youth allowance is now being access by some students who are living at home in high socio economic status households (Bradley Review 2008)

· 40% of students defer to take a break/holiday/travel

· 22% of students defer to work

· Main activities undertaken during a gap year are working 40%, FT study 32%, Unknown 16%, Other 10% and looking for work 2%

· Few gapers actually qualify for Youth Allowance after working for 18 months

· Eventual course outcomes are equally similar for gapers and non gapers

· There is a negative effect in Australia on education and personal happiness

· The less educated’s happiness doesn’t change during their life

· University graduates become less happy after completing university

· Clear from data that Uni grads come from more privileged backgrounds and achieve better outcomes but by age 25 they are among the least happy with their lives overall

· Tertiary qualified people are happiest until ages 23 to 25 which seems to be a critical turning point

· Youth Allowance participants are even less happy than other  young people but it doesn’t translate into them being less happy with their lives in general

· ABS stats show that male unemployment in the 15-19 age group is 17.2% and females in same category is 13.5%

· ABS stats show that male disengaged in the 15-19 age group is 15.3% and females in same category is 27.6%

· ABS stats show that male unemployment in the 20-24 age group is 8.5% and females in same category is 6.4%

· One third of young people experienced at least one month of unemployment in a year

· Vocational qualifications may be as effective for non academically inclined

